The Rhyddings
History Challenge
On the 8th May the Nation will come together to
celebrate 75 years since VE day - known as Victory over
Europe – the end of the war against Nazi Germany.
On page 4 of this PowerPoint
there are a series of challenges,
some long, some short, some
easy and some more difficult.
You earn points for completing
each challenge.

Anyone who earns 15 points or
more will be entered into a
draw for a £50 Amazon voucher.
More details are on the next
slide

Can you complete the VE Day Challenge?
If you complete enough challenges to earn 15 points or more, you will be entered
into a draw to win a £50 voucher.
You must provide evidence for each challenge.
Everyone must complete Tasks 1 and 2.

If you earn 15 points your name will go into the draw for the voucher…
If you earn 16 points your name will be entered twice into the draw…
17 points will get your name into the draw 3 times….
….and so on.

How to submit your evidence (make sure we know who it’s from!)…. either:
a) If it is on paper: hand it in to Mr Tolson at Haworth Street by noon on 12/5/20
b) Or you can email your evidence to Miss Marsden or Mr Tarbox (who are also
available for help/advice if you need it) by 12pm on Tuesday 12th May.

Challenge key - all tasks are hyperlinked to their page.
Red (easy): worth 1 point

Orange (moderate): worth 2 points

Green (challenging): worth 3 points

Blue (super challenging): worth 4 points

1. What is VE Day? Watch the
video on the school website and
answer the questions on

2. Watch the film about the main
events of World War II on the
School Website. Answer the
questions on page 13.

https://www.englishheritage.org.uk/visit/inspire-me/veday/nine-things
COMPULSORY TASK

COMPULSORY TASK

6. Watch the BBC at 3pm to hear
Winston Churchill’s victory
speech and at 9pm to hear the
Queen’s speech.

7. Compare life during the war to
life under lockdown in the
current Coronavirus Crisis.
What are the similarities and
what are the differences?

See slide 19

3. Make your own bunting. There
are templates on pages on 15
and 16 to print or your can
design your own. Put it up in
your window for the community
to enjoy.

8. Cook a genuine 1940s Wartime
VE day recipe. There are a range
for you to pick from, or you
could find a recipe yourself

4. Enter The Dan Snow VE
Creative Competition.
Think about how you would tell the
story of VE Day today in a poster,
poem, play or video.
Deadline 6th May
https://ve-vjday75.gov.uk/dansnows-ve-day-challenge/

5. Display a thank you to those
who gave their lives and all
veterans who fought to defeat
Hitler and Nazism during World
war II.

9. Have a VE celebration in your
home or garden/yard. Have food,
drink, bunting and music.
Remember social distancing
rules.

10. Watch the video ‘A Soldier’s
Daughter’ about rationing
during WW2. Answer the
questions that follow.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
DuO1CYsPf_M

See slides 22-24
See slides 20-21

See slide 18

https://ve-vjday75.gov.uk/plan-yourve-day-party/

11. Watch Margaret’s story about
her working for Churchill in
underground war cabinet.
https://vevjday75.gov.uk/veterans_s
tories/

12. Make some cupcakes to
celebrate VE day.
Recipe on slide 31.

13. Learn a wartime dance. Be
creative and may be make a video.

14. Watch the video: Where does
'V for Victory' come from?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
3BmyaP9Vj1U

15. Interview a relative or family
friend who remembers VE Day in
1945. Think of at least 6 questions
to ask them. Record your
conversation as video, audio or
notes.

16.Compare the Messerschmitt to
the Spitfire, which would you
have preferred to fly in?
Page 36-39

17. Play the interactive comic
novel "Tell Me Your Secrets“. It
is based on true-events from
World War Two.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/tellme-your-secrets/zdwd382

18. Watch the video: An
Evacuee’s Adventure, about a
lady who was evacuated from
Cardiff when she was a child
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
0SYDBJAwYCI

19. Watch the video about the
footballer Tony Collins then
answer the questions.

20. Watch the video about the life
on children during the Blitz. Answer
some questions then make a diary
entry of an average day after you
have watched the video.
Slides 43 -44

https://vevjday75.gov.uk/veterans_stories/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
4idj7fI6OZg

Challenge 1

Red: worth 1 point

Task:

Evidence you need to provide:

1. What is VE Day? Watch the video on the
school website, read slides 6 to 12 and answer
the questions below.

Completed answers to all of the
questions.

1. In which year did the second world war begin?
2. What does “VE” stand for?
3. VE signalled the end of the war in Europe only. Which country
outside of Europe was Britain still at war with?
4. Churchill thanked the nation on VE day, stating that the victory
belonged to ‘the Great British nation as a whole’. How did British
people at home help the war effort?
5. Which 5 people appeared on the balcony of Buckingham Palace
on VE Day?
6. Where were the parades held in Accrington on VE Day?
7. Now many in the UK died as a result of the war?

Watch the video clip about VE day
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_CdpqhxDR8&feature=youtu.be 90 seconds

Challenge 2

Red: worth 1 point

Task:
Evidence you need to provide:
2. Watch the film about the main events of Completed answers to all of the
World War II. Answer the questions below. questions.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Why did Hitler believe Germans had a destiny to rule Europe?
Name 5 countries that Germany invaded in 1940.
What was the Battle of Britain?
Which country did Hitler attack in the spring of 1941?
Which Battle in the USSR proved to be a major turning point in
the war in 1942?
6. What was D Day and when was it?
7. On what date did Hitler commit suicide?

Challenge 3
Task:
Make some VE day bunting – at least
6 ‘flags’ tied together.

Green: worth up to 3 points
Evidence you need to provide:
A photo of your completed bunting
hanging in your window.

You could design your own bunting, or use the templates on the next two
slides. You could make the bunting out of old material or use paper/card.

• If you design your own bunting you will get 3 points.
• If you use the templates on the slides you will get 2 points.
You can get more advice on how to make bunting on the BBC website via
the link below…
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/4Trq
YDyf4PMdLypxzyTwGDg/great-british-bunting

Challenge 4
Task:
Enter The Dan Snow VE Creative
Competition.

Blue: worth 4 points
Evidence you need to provide:
Copy of your completed entry and
evidence you submitted it.

You can find all of the information you need here…
https://ve-vjday75.gov.uk/dan-snows-ve-day-challenge/

The challenge is to think about how you would tell the story of VE Day today. There
are lots of ways you could bring the story of VE Day to life. You could:
• Write a short news report in the style of today or 75 years ago
• Make a short video that tells the story of VE Day, either in the style of 75 years
ago or how you would tell it today
• Design a newspaper front page or article
• Write or perform a poem, song, drawing or other work of art
• Share the story of someone in your family or area who was involved in the War
• Write or perform a short play about VE Day and what it would have been like 75
years ago.

Challenge 5

Orange: worth up to 2 points

Task:
Evidence you need to provide:
Display a thank you to those who gave their A photo of the ‘Thank You’
lives and all veterans who fought to defeat displayed in your window.
Hitler and Nazism during World war II.

You can use the design shown, available
via the link, or you could design your
own…
• If you use the template, you will get
1 point.
• If you design your own, you will get 2
points.
https://ve-vjday75.gov.uk/toolkit/

Challenge 6
Task:
Watch the BBC at 3pm to hear Winston
Churchill’s victory speech and at 9pm to
hear the Queen’s speech.

Orange: worth 2 points
Evidence you need to provide:
2 photos of you watching each
of the speeches.

You will hear how the Prime Minister in 1945, Winston Churchill, addressed
the British people following the surrender of Nazi Germany.
The Queen will also make a broadcast – her father, King George VI made a
radio broadcast on VE Day in 1945. The Queen, then Princess Elizabeth,
came onto the balcony at Buckingham Palace with the King and Queen and
her younger sister, Margaret, to wave to cheering crowds. Winston Churchill
also joined the Royal Family to wave to the crowds.

Challenge 7

Orange: worth 2 points

Task:
Compare life during the war to life under
lockdown in the current Coronavirus Crisis.

Evidence you need to provide:
A table listing at least 5
similarities and 5 differences.

You will need to read or watch some of the videos about the experience of
people in Britain during the war. In particular:
• Air raids, the Blackout, the Blitz, air raid shelters;
• Carrying gas masks;
• Evacuation;
• Rationing
There is some basic information about life in the war on the next slide.

Make a table like this, and write 5 things in each column:
Ways life under lockdown in 2020
is similar to life during the War.

Ways life under lockdown in 2020
is different to life during the War.

Some features of life in Britain during World War II

Challenge 8
Task: Cook a genuine 1940s
Wartime VE day recipe. Main course
and pudding!

Blue: worth 4 points
Evidence you need to provide:
Photos of you preparing/cooking your
recipe and of the finished products.

There are a lot of options for this challenge!
Here are some options – you could find your own:
Meat options
Cauliflower cheese with bacon – make the most of the rationed cheese with this British
classic
Spam hash – A can of spam can last 5 meals so this party dish will certainly serve everyone!
Veggie options
Homity Pie – a rich, wholemeal pie with a potato, onion and cheese filling said to be made
by Land Girls during WW2.
Vegetable turnovers – a bit like the Homity Pie only in pasty form!
Desserts (see also the next 2 slides)
Follow and download Prue Leith’s VE Day inspired Muscovado Flapjacks recipe
Eggless fruit cake – eggs were rationed but, you could still make a delicious cake to have!

Challenge 9
Task: Have a VE celebration for your
family in your home or garden/yard.
Have food, drink, bunting and music.
Remember social distancing rules.

Blue: worth 4 points
Evidence you need to provide:
Photos of the event and an explanation
of what it involved, with a bit of
feedback from family members.

This is a big challenge!... But, you could combine it with some of the other
challenges, and you will get all of the points for each challenge…

For example:
• You could use the bunting you made if you completed Challenge 3, or
• get people doing the dance you learnt if you completed Challenge 13 or
• Use the cupcakes or food you made if you did Challenge 8 or 12.
There is a guide to how to plan a party, including music, on this webpage:
https://ve-vjday75.gov.uk/plan-your-ve-day-party/ (plan also 2 slides ahead)
You’ll need decorations, music and food/drink (see next slide).

Have fun!

Challenge 10

Orange: worth 2 points

Task:
Watch the video “A Soldier’s Daughter” about
the experiences of a girl in Bolton at the start of
the war. Answer the questions below…

Evidence you need to
provide:
Answers to the questions
below.

Watch the video of Sarah (‘a Soldier’s Daughter’) at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DuO1CYsPf_M

Answer these questions:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

How old was Sarah at the start of World War II. Where did she live?
Sarah got Diphtheria and was in hospital. Could her parents visit her?
Why was rationing introduced?
Make a list of the foods that were rationed.
How did rationing make things fair for everyone?
What things has it been difficult to buy during the lockdown in 2020?
Give 2 examples of how Sarah was ‘naughty’ with food.

Challenge 11
Task: Watch Margaret’s story about her
working for Churchill in underground war
cabinet. Then answer the questions.

Red: worth 1 point
Evidence you need to provide:
Completed answers to the
questions.

Watch the video of Margaret Joy Hunter at: https://ve-vjday75.gov.uk/veterans_stories/
1.
2.

3.
4.
5.

What job did Margaret want to do at the start of the war?
What job did Margaret do, with many other women, on the second floor of
the War Office?
How did Churchill make a good impression on Margaret when he passed
through her office?
What were Churchill’s views on having to sleep in the bedroom reserved for
him in the war rooms?
Margaret’s experiences of VE Day:
a) Where did Margaret go first of all on VE Day?
b) Where did she go next (where she managed to meet her parents)?
c) What famous square did Margaret go to where she saw everyone
dancing?

Challenge 12
Task:
Make some cupcakes to celebrate
VE Day.

Green: worth 3 points
Evidence you need to provide:
A photo of 12 decorated cupcakes in
at least 3 different designs/toppings.

There is a recipe on the next slide to help you – but you can use your own
recipe.

Remember: You need 3 different toppings or designs to meet this challenge
– so don’t just top them all with the same buttercream icing, as is the case
in the recipe on the next slide.
You could use these cakes as part of a family VE Day Party (see challenge 9).

Challenge 13
Task:
Learn a wartime dance. Be creative
and make a video.

Green: worth 3 points
Evidence you need to provide:
A video of you and your partner
dancing.

The was a lot of dancing on VE Day!
Popular dances were quite different from today. This challenge is to
learn and perform one of the dances from the 1940s.
There is an example and instructions on the next slide – but you will
probably need to looks at some film on YouTube to get a real idea of
the dances.
Some popular dances:
• Lindy Hop (see next slide)
• Jitterbug
• Balboa

Challenge 14

Red: worth 1 point

Task:
Evidence you need to provide:
Watch the video: Where does 'V for Victory' Completed questions
come from? Answer the questions.

Here is a link to the video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3BmyaP9Vj1U

1. Which letter has a Morse Code of 3 dots and a dash?
2. Who was the Belgian politician who first used the letter ‘V’ to mean victory?
3. The symbol caught on quickly – which British leader started using it a lot in
1941?
4. Which piece of music was often played to go with ‘V’ for Victory?
5. How did the German’s react when the symbol started to appear everywhere?

Challenge 15
Task:
Interview a relative or family friend
who remembers VE Day in 1945.

Green: worth 3 points
Evidence you need to provide:
A record of your conversation as
video, audio or notes.

Think of at least 6 questions to ask the person you are interviewing.
Record your conversation as video, audio or notes.
Give the person your are interviewing plenty of time to answer. If
they want to tell you other things, as well as answering your
questions, give them a chance to do so….. This might be the most
interesting part of the interview.

Make sure your interviewee is happy for you to share their answers.

Challenge 16
Task:
Compare the Messerschmitt to the Spitfire,
which would you have preferred to fly in?

Red: worth 1 point
Evidence you need to provide:
Completed explanation.

Read the information on the next 3 slides. You might also do some research
of your own.

Produce 2 paragraphs:
• One comparing the Messerschmitt to the Spitfire – things like speed,
altitude, how well each could manoeuvre, etc.
• A second one explaining which one you would prefer to fly and why.
You should write at least 200 words in total.

Challenge 17
Task:
Play the interactive comic novel "Tell Me
Your Secrets“, based on true-events from
World War Two.

Orange: worth 2 points
Evidence you need to provide:
A screenshot of The End screen,
showing you completed it.

Here is a link to the online novel:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/tell-me-your-secrets/zdwd382

It will take 15 to 20 minutes to go through the story. The challenge is to get
help from the USA at a time near the start of the war, when Britain was
struggling alone in Europe against Hitler’s Germany.
Make sure you get a screenshot at the end of the story. This is part of it:

Challenge 18
Task: Watch the video: An Evacuee’s
Adventure, about a lady who was
evacuated from Cardiff when she was a
child. Answer the questions.

Orange: worth 2 points
Evidence you need to provide:
Completed questions about
the video.

Watch the video: ‘An evacuee's adventure’ about Mrs Campbell:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0SYDBJAwYCI

Then answer these questions:
1. How many people were evacuated in Britain during the war?
2. Why did everyone have a gas mask?
3. Why were the children quite excited about being evacuated?
4. How far from Cardiff were Mrs Campbell and her friends
evacuated?
5. Why did Mrs Campbell’s mother come to visit her at the weekend?
6. Why did Mrs Campbell go back home in 1942?

Challenge 19
Task: Watch the film about Tony
Collins’ story. Then answer the
questions.

Red: worth 1 point
Evidence you need to provide:
Completed answers to the questions.

Watch the video about the footballer Tony Collins at:
https://ve-vjday75.gov.uk/veterans_stories/ (it is the third video, near the bottom of the
page)

1. How old was Tony when he was evacuated?
2. What did Tony think was the worst thing about the war?
3. How old was Tony when he joined the army? How did he feel
about it?
4. Where was Tony posted?
5. What did one Italian boy give Tony as a thank you for extra
rations?
6. Which football club did Tony later become manager of?

Challenge 20
Task: Watch the video about the life of
children during the Blitz. Then answer the
questions and make a diary entry of an
average day for someone during the Blitz.

Green: worth 3 points
Evidence you need to provide:
Completed diary entry – at
least 250 words, and answers
to the questions.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4idj7fI6OZg

Answer these questions:
1. Some of Alan’s classmates were evacuated to Canada. What
happened to the ship they were sailing on?
2. Where did Alan and his classmates go during an air raid?
3. How did Alan’s family try to protect themselves at night?
4. What happened to the house next door and how was Alan’s
family affected?
Now complete a diary entry for a typical day during the Blitz – there
is a template on the next slide with space for a drawing.

3rd October 1940

Dear Diary,

